LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1991 Ch. 298, Art. 1

CHAPTER 298—S.F.No. 598

An act relating to transportation; establishing state transportation goals and requiring
periodic revisions of the state transportation plan; directing a study of rail-highway grade
crossings; establishing penalties for violations of grade crossing safety laws; authorizing the
commissioner of transportation to make grants and loans for the improvement of commer-
cial navigation facilities; establishing special categories of roads and highways; authorizing
local units of government to advance funds for the completion of highway projects; creating a
transportation services fund; specifying percentage of unrefunded motor fuel tax revenue that
is attributable to use on forest roads; authorizing the use of local bridge grant funds to con-
Struct drainage structures; requiring a report on metropolitan transportation development
and transit development consistent with the report; creating a light rail transit joint powers
board; establishing a paratransit advisory council; authorizing transportation research;
directing a study of highway corridors; creating a transportation study board and specifying
duties; appropriating money; amending Minnesota Statutes 1990, sections 103G.301, by
adding a subdivision; 162.02, subdivision 3a; 162.09, subdivision 3a; 162.14, subdivision 6,
and by adding a subdivision; 169.26; 171,01, by adding a subdivision; 171.02, subdivision 2;
171.10, subdivision 2; 171,13, subdivisions 1, 5, and by adding a subdivision; 173.13, subdivi-
sion 4; 174.01; 174.03, subdivision 2, and by adding a subdivision; 219.074, by adding.a sub-
division; 219.402; 221.033, by adding a subdivision; 296,16, subdivision la; 296.421, subdivi-
sion 8 299D.03, subdivision 5; 473,373, subdivision 4a; Laws 1990, chapter 610, article 1,
section 13, subdivision 5; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 3;
160; 161; 162; 171; 219; and 473; proposing coding for new law as Minnesota Statutes, chap-
ter 4574,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

ARTICLE 1
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING - |

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 174.01, is amended to reéd:
174.01 CREATION; POLICY.

Subdivision 1. DEPARTMENT CREATED. In order to provide a balanced
transportation system, whieh system ineludes including aeronautics, highways,
motor carriers, ports, public transit, railroads and pipelines, a department of
transportation is created. The department shall be is the principal agency of the
state for development, implementation, administration, consolidation, and coor-
dination of state transportation policies, plans and programs.

Subd. 2. TRANSPORTATION GOALS. The goals of the state transporta-
tion system are as follows:

(1) to provide safe transportation for users throughout the state:
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(2) to provide multimodal and intermodal transportation that enhances
mobility and economic development and provides access to all persons and busi-
nesses in Minnesota while ensuring that there is no undue burden placed on any

community;

(4) to provide for the economical, efficient, and safe movement of goods to
and from markets by rail, highway, and waterway;

(5) to encourage tourism by providing appropriate transportation to Minne-
sota facilities designed to attract tourists; ‘

(6) to provide transit services throughout the state to meet the needs of tran-
sit users;

(7) to promote productivity through system management and the utilization
of technological advancements;

8) to maximize the benefits received for each state transportation invest-
ment;

(9) to provide funding for transportation that, at g minimum, preserves the
transportation infrastructure;

(10) to ensure that the planning and implementation of all modes of trans-
portation are consistent with the environmental and energy goals of the state;

(11) to increase high occupanecy vehicle use;

(12) to provide an air transportation system sufficient to encourage eco-
nomic growth and allow all regions of the state the ability to participate in the

global economy;
(13) to increase transit use in the urban areas by giving highest priority to

the transportation modes with the greatest people moving capacity; and

(14) to promote and increase bicycling as an energy-efficient, nonpolluting
and healthful transportation alternative.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 174.03, is amended by adding a
subdivision to: read: ,

Subd. 1a. REVISION OF STATE TRANSPORTATION PLAN. The com-

missioner shall revise the state transportation plan by July 1, 1993, and by July
1 of each odd-numbered year thereafter. Before final adoption of a revised plan,

—_— e
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The revised state transportation plan must:

.
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(1) incorporate the goals of the state transportation system in section
174.01; and

(2) establish objectives, policies, and strategies for achieving those goals.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 174.03, subdivision 2, is amended
to read: .

Subd. 2. IMPLEMENTATION OF PLAN. After the adoption and each
revision of the statewide transportation plan, the commissioner and the trans-
portation regulation board shall take no action inconsistent with that the revised
plan.

ARTICLE 2
RAILROAD CROSSINGS

Section 1. RAIL-HIGHWAY CROSSING IMPROVEMENT.
Subdivision 1. STATE RAIL CORRIDOR AND RAIL CROSSING

SAFETY STUDY. The commissioner of transportation shall conduct a study of

railroad-highway grade. crossing safety and improvement in Minnesota.

Subd. 2. CONTENT OF STUDY. The study must include:

(1) a method of determining the relative benefits of grade crossing warning

and improvement to the railroad, to the road authority, and to the public, and
cost-sharing guidelines;

(2) funding sources for grade crossing warning and improvement;

(3) grade crossing safety research needs;

(4) recommendations for statutory changes to improve grade crossing safety;

(5) the adequacy of existing and proposed methods of grade crossing safety,
including;

(1) train visibility;

(ii) signal and warning device design;

(iii) a public reporting system for malfunctioning warning devices;

(iv) improved systems of crossing warnings; and

(v) recommendations for additional funds for rail crossing safety education;
and
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(6) methods for establishing statewide priorities for grade crossing safety
and for implementing these priorities.

Subd. 3. REPORT. The commissioner shall report tg the governor and leg-
islature no later than February 1, 1992, on the results of the study.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 169.26, is amended to read:
169.26 SPECIAL STOPS AT RAILROADS,

Subdivision 1. REQUIREMENTS. (a) When any person driving a vehicle
approaches a railroad grade crossing under any of the circumstances stated in
this paragraph, the driver shall stop the vehicle not less than ten feet from the
nearest railroad track and shall not proceed until safe to do so. These require-
ments apply when:

(1) a clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device warns of the imme-
diate approach of a railroad train;

(2) a crossing gate is lowered warning of the immediate approach or passage
of a railroad train; or

(3) an approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in hazardous prox-
imity.

(b) The fact that a moving train approaching a railroad grade crossing is vis-
ible from the crossing is prima facie evidence that it is not safe to proceed,

(c) The driver of a vehicle shall stop and remain standing stopped and not
traverse the grade crossing when a human flagger signals the approach or passage
of a train. No person may drive a vehicle past a flagger at a railroad crossing
until the flagger signals that the way is clear to proceed.

Subd. la, VIOLATION. A police officer may arrest the driver of a motor
vehicle if the police officer has probable cause to believe that the driver has
operated the vehicle in violation of subdivision 1 within the past four hours.

Subd. 2. PENALTY. (a) A persen driver who violates #his seetior subdivi-
sion 1 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) The owner or, in the case of a leased vehicle, the lessee of 2 motor vehi-
cle is guilty of a petty misdemeanor if a motor vehicle owned or leased by that
person is operated in violation of subdivision 1. This paragraph does not apply
to a lessor of a motor vehicle if the lessor keeps a record of the name and
address of the lessee, This paragraph does not apply if the motor vehicle opera-
tor is prosecuted for violating subdivision 1. A violation of this paragraph does
not constitute grounds for revocation or suspension of the owner’s or lessee’s

driver’s license,
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Subd. 3. DRIVER TRAINING. All driver education courses approved by

mum standards of course content relating to operation of vehicles at railroad-
highway grade crossings.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 171.13, subdivision 1, is amended
to read:

Subdivision 1. APPLICANTS. Except as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion, the commissioner shall examine each applicant for a driver’s license by
such agency as the commissioner directs. This examination must include a test
of applicant’s eyesight; ability to read and understand highway signs regulating,
warning, and directing traffic; knowledge of traffic laws; knowledge of the effects
of alcohol and drugs on a driver’s ability to operate a motor vehicle safely and
legally; knowledge of railroad grade crossing safety; an actual demonstration of
ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable control in the operation of a motor
vehicle; and other physical and mental examinations as the commissioner finds
necessary to determine the applicant’s fitness to operate a motor vehicle safely
upon the highways, provided, further however, no driver’s license shall be
denied an applicant on the exclusive grounds that the applicant’s eyesight is
deficient in color perception. Provided, however, that war veterans operating
motor vehicles especially equipped for handicapped persons, shall, if otherwise
entitled to a license, be granted such license. The commissioner shall make pro-
vision for giving these examinations either in the county where the applicant
resides or at a place adjacent thereto reasonably convenient to the applicant.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 171.13, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

Subd. 1d. RAILROAD CROSSING SAFETY. The commissioner shall

section relating to safe operation of vehicles at railroad grade crossings.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 219,074, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

Subd. 3. CROSSING INVENTORY. By December 31, 1993, the commis-
sioner shall complete an inventory of all public and private grade crossings in
the state and shall annually revise the inventory to reflect grade crossing changes
made under this section.

Sec. 6. [219.165] SAFETY RULES AT PRIVATE RAILROAD GRADE
CROSSINGS,

By December 31, 1992, the commissioner shall adopt rules establishing
minimum safety standards at all private railroad grade crossings in the state,
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Sec. 7. [219.384] REMOVAL OF DANGEROUS OBSTRUCTIONS.

Subdivision 1. REMOVAL ORDERED, If a railroad company, road
authority, or abutting property owner fails to control the growth of trees or vege-
tation or the placement of structures or other obstructions on its right-of-way or
property so as to interfere with the safety of the public traveling on a public or
private grade crossing, the local governing body of the town or municipality
where the grade crossing is Jocated may, by notice, require the obstruction to be
removed as necessary to provide an adequate view of oncoming trains at the
crossings. The commissioner shall adopt rules establishing minimum standards

for visibility at public and private grade crossings.

Subd. 2. PENALTY. A railroad company, road authority, or property owner
that fails to comply with this section within 30 days after being notified in writ-

ing is subject to a fine of $50 for each day that the condition is uncorrected. This

penalty may be recovered in the manner provided in section 219.97, subdivision
5.

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 219.402, is amended ’;o read:
219.402 ADEQUATE CROSSING PROTECTION.

Crossing safety warning devices or improvements installed or mainfained
under this chapter as approved by the board, or the commissioner, whether by
order or otherwise, are adequate and appropriate preteetion warning for the
crossing,.

ARTICLE 3
PORT DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

Section 1. [457A.01] DEFINITIONS,

Subdivision 1. SCOPE. For purposes of sections 1 to 6, the following terms
have the meanings given them.

Subd. 2. COMMERCIAL NAVIGATION FACILITY. “Commercial navi-
gation facility” means (1) terminals and docks used for the transfer of property
or passengers between commercial vessels and land, and supporting equipment,

structures, and transportation facilities, (2) disposal facilities for dredging mate-

rial produced by port development projects, and (3) buildings and related struc-

tures and facilities used by commercial vessels under construction or repair.
“Commercial navigation facility” does not include any commercial navigation
facility that is (1) not on the commercial navigation system, or (2) the responsi-
bility of the United States corps of army engineers or the United States coast
guard.
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Subd. 3. COMMERCIAL VESSEL. “Commercial vessel” means a vessel
used for the transportation of passengers or property. “Commercial vessel” does

Subd. 4. COMMISSIONER. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of
transportation.

Subd. 5. DREDGING. “Dredging” means excavating harbor sediment or
bottom materials, including mobilizing or operating equipment for excavating
and transporting dredged material to the placing dredged material in a disposal
facility, ‘

Subd., 6. NAVIGATION SYSTEM. “Navigation system” means (1) the
commercially navigable waters of the Mississippi River, the Minnesota, and the
St. Croix rivers, (2) the commercial harbors on Minnesota’s Lake Superior
shoreline, and (3) the commercial navigation facilities on those waterways.

Subd. 7. PERSON. “Person” means an individual, a partnership, a corpora-
tion, an association, or other organization or entity that applies for assistance
under this chapter.

Sec. 2. [457A.02] PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.

Subdivision 1. PURPOSE OF PROGRAM. A port development assistance
program is established for the purpose of:

(1) expediting the movement of commodities and passengers on the com-
mercial navigation system;

(2) enhancing the commercial vessel construction and repair industry in
Minnesota; and

(3) promoting economic development in and around ports and harbors in
the state.

Subd. 2. COMMISSIONER TO ADMINISTER. The commissioner shall
administer the port development assistance program to advance the purposes of
subdivision 1. In administering the program, the commissioner may:

(1) make grants and loans to persons eligible under section 3, subdivision 1,
1o apply for them; (2) make assistance agreements with recipients of grants and
loans; and (3) adopt rules authorized by section 5.

Sec. 3. [457A.03] PORT ASSISTANCE.

Subdivision 1. ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS. Any person, political subdivi-
sion, or port authority, that owns a commercial navigation facility, may apply to
the commissioner for assistance under this chapter.
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Subd. 2. TYPES OF ASSISTANCE. The commissioner may make loans to
an hglbl Qpllcan t if the commissioner determines that the project t submitted
Qz the applicant for assistance will serve either or both gf me_: purposes s stated in
section 2, subdivision 1, clauses (1) and (2). The commissioner may
make grants, or a combmatxon of grants and loans, to an an eligible applicant if the
commissioner determines that the project ct submitted gy the agphcant for assis-
tance will serve either or both of the purposes stated in section 2, subdivision 1,
clauses (_) and (2), and w1ll also enhance economic development in and around

the the commercial navigation ac111t1 eing assisted.

Subd, 3. STATE PARTICIPATION; LIMITATIONS. The commissioner
may not “pot provide an any-assistance under this chapter for more than 50 percent of
the nonfederal share of any project. Assistance provided under thxs hagte may
not be used to match a any other state funds. The commissioner shall not assume
continuing funding responsibility for y for a any commercial navigation facility prolect

Sec. 4. [457A.04] ASSISTANCE AGREEMENTS.

Subdivision 1. AGREEMENTS REQUIRED. The commissioner ma y not not
provide any assistance to a project under this ¢ hagte ter unless the commissioner
has signed an assistance agreement with :tm recipient of the assistance.

Subd. 2. COSTS. An assistance agreement must specify those project costs
whlch may be " be paid in whole or in part with assistance from the commissioner.
Assistance agreements may prov1de that only the following costs may be so paid:

(1) final engineering costs on a commercial navigation facility project;

(2) capital improvements to a commercial navigation facility; and

(3) costs of dredging necessary to open a new commercial navigation facility
project, and for disposal of dredged material.

The following costs may not be paid with assistance from the commissioner:

(1) the applicant’s administrative; insurance, and legal costs;

(2) costs of acquiring project permits;

(3) costs of preparing env1ronmental documents, feasibility studies, or proj-
ect designs;

(4) interest on money borrowed by the applicant or charged to the applicant
for late payment of project costs;

(5) any costs related to the routine maintenance, repair, or operation of a
commercial navigation facility;

(6) costs of dredging to maintain an existing channel; and

(7) costs for a project that involves only dredging.
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Subd. 3. INSURANCE; LIABILITY, An assistance agreement must require
the applicant to:

(1) provide a comprehensive general liability insurance policy, complying
with minimum amount prescribed by the commissioner by rule, naming the
commissioner and officers, employees, and agents of the department of transpor-
tation as additional insureds; and

(2) save and hold the commissioner harmless from and against all liability,

Subd. 4. PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BONDS. An assistance
agreement must require an assistance recipient to provide evidence of perfor-
mance and payment bonds, satisfying all applicable legal requirements for the
full amount-of any and all construction contracts let by the applicant jn connec-
tion with the project.

Subd. 5. REPAYMENT. An assistance agreement must require the recipient
to repay all or part of any assistance received, in an amount determined by the
commissioner, if the project for which the assistance is provided:

(2) is converted, during the period of time specified in the assistance agree-
ment, to a use that is (1) inconsistent with the purposes of this chapter, or (2)

inconsistent with the terms of the assistance agreement, or (3) not approved in

writing by the commissioner,

Sec. 5. [457A.05] RULES.

The commissioner may adopt rules that provide for:

(1) application procedures for assistance under this chapter;

(2) procedures for establishing deadlines for applications, and for notifying
potential recipients of those deadlines;

(3) eligibility criteria for projects to be assisted;

(4) information required to be submitted with applications;

(5) contents of assistance agreements;

(6) any other requirement of this chapter; and

(7) any other requirement the commissioner deems necessary for the admin-
istration of this chapter.

Sec. 6. [457A.06] REVOLVING FUND,

A port development revolving fund is established in the state treasury. The
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fund consists of all money appropriated to the commissioner for the purposes of
this chapter and all money received by the commissioner from repayment of
loans made under this chapter.

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE,

" ARTICLE 4
LOCAL HIGHWAYS

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section ‘.103G.301, is axﬁended by
adding a subdivision to read: ’

. Subd. 52, TOWN FEES LIMITED. Notwithstanding this section or any
other law, no permit application or field inspection fee charged to a fown in con-
nection with the construction or alteration of a town road, bridge, or culvert
shall exceed $100.

Sec. 2. [160.82] STREETS AND HIGHWAYS WITHIN PARKS.

Subdivision 1. DEFINITION. “Park road” means that portion of a street or
highway located entirely within the park boundaries of a city, county, regional,
or state park. o

Subd. 2. RESTRICTIONS. A road authority may not make a change in the
width, grade, or alignment of a park road that would affect the wildlife habitat
or aesthetic characteristics of the park road or its adjacent vegetation or terrain,

—_— Y e = =

(1) the change is required to permit the safe travel of vehicles at the speed
lawfully designated for the park road; or '

(2) if the road is a county state-aid highway Q munibipal state-aid street,
the change is required by thé¢ minimum state-aid standard applicable to the
road.

Subd. 3. LIABILITY. A road authority and its officers and employees, are
exempt from liability for any tort claim for injury to persons or property arising
from travel on a park road and related to the design of the park road, ift

(1) the design is adopted to conform to subdivision 2;

(2) the design is not grossly negligent; and

(3) if the park road is a county state-aid highway or municipal state-aid
street, the design complies with the minimum state-aid standard applicable to
the road. '

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strileoput.




2071 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1991

Ch. 298, Art. 4

This subdivision does not preclude an action for damages arising from neg-
ligence in the construction, reconstruction, or maintenance of a park road.

Sec, 3. [160.83] RUSTIC ROADS PROGRAM.

per day; year-round use as a local access road; and maximum allowable speed of
45 miles per hour,

Subd, 2. LOCAL AUTHORITY. A road authority other than the commis-
sioner may, by resolution, designate a road or highway under its jurisdiction a
rustic road and the road authority may designate the type and character of vehi-
cles that may be operated on the rustic road; designate the road or a portion of
the road as a pedestrian way or bicycle way, or both; and establish priority of
right-of-way, paint lines, and construct dividers to physically separate vehicular,
bicycle, or pedestrian traffic.

Subd. 3. JOINT DESIGNATION. Two or more road authorities may
jointly designate a rustic road along a common boundary or into or through
their jurisdictions. The road authorities may enter into agreements to divide the

costs and responsibility for maintaining the rustic road.

Subd, 4. COSTS. A rustic road must be maintained by the road authority
having jurisdiction over the road and js not eligible for state-aid funding. State

money must not be spent to construct, reconstruct, maintain, or improve a rus-
tic road.’

Sec. 4. [161.361] ADVANCE FUNDING FOR TRUNK HIGHWAY
PROJECTS.

Subdivision 1. ADVANCE FUNDING. A road authority other than the
commissioner may by agreement with the commissioner make advances from
any available funds to the commissioner to expedite construction of all or part
of a trunk highway. Money may be advanced under this section only for projects
already included in the commissioner’s highway work program.

Subd. 2. REPAYMENT. Subject to the availability of state money, the com-
missioner shall repay without interest the amount advanced under subdivision
1, up to the state’s share of project costs, at the time the project is scheduled for
completion in the highway work program. The total amount of annual repay-

ment to road authorities under this section must never exceed the amount stated
in the department’s debt management policy or $10 million, whichever is less.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 162.02, subdivision 3a, is
amended to read:

Subd. 3a. VARIANCES, RULES AND ENGINEERING STANDARDS.
The commissioner may grant variances from the rules and from the engineering
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standards developed pursuant to section 162.021 or 162.07, subdivision 2. A
political subdivision in which a county state-aid highway is located or is pro-
posed to be located may submit a written request to the commissioner for a vari-
ance for that highway. The commissioner shall publish notice of the request in
the state register and give notice to all persons known to the commissioner to
have an interest in the matter. The commissioner may grant or deny the vari-
ance within 30 days of providing notice of the request. If a written objection to
the request is Treceived within 20 days of providing notice, the variance shall be
granted or denied only after a contested case hearing has been held on the
request. If no timely objection is received and the variance is denied without
hearing, the political subdivision may request, within 30 days of receiving notice
of denial, and shall be granted a contested case hearing. For purposes of this
subdivision, “political subdivision” includes (1) an agency of a political subdivi-
sion which has jurisdiction over parks, and (2) a regional 22_131_( authority,

Sec. 6. [162.021] NATURAL PRESERVATION ROUTES.
Subdivision 1. ESTABLISHMENT. (a) The commissioner shall establish a

natural preservation routes category within the county state-aid highway system.

(_) b) Natural preservation routes include those routes that possess particular
scenic, environmental, or historical characteristics, such as routes along lakes or
through forests, wetlands, or flood plams, that would be be harmed b by construction
or reconstruction meeting the engineering standards under section 162.07 or the
rules adopted under that section.

(c) The commissioner shall adopt rules establishing minimum construction
and reconstruction standards ih that address public safety and reflect the function,
lower traffic volume, and slower speed on natural preservation routes. The rules
may not establish standards for natural preservation routes that are hlghe T than
the standards for national forest highways within national forests an and state p_a_r1_<
access roads w1thm state parks. Design standards specifying the w1dth of vehicle
recovery areas on s on forest highways, forest and park roads, and on natural preser-
vation routes must minimize harmful environmental impact.

Subd. 2. SIGNS. Signs must be posted at ‘entry points to and at regular
intervals 2 along natural preservation routes. Slgns posted must conform to the
commissioner’s manual of uniform traffic devices. Properly posted signs are
prima facie evidence that adequate notice of a natural preservation route has
been given to the motoring public. ' ’ '

Subd. 3. LIABILITY. Where a county state-aid highway has been desig-
nated a d a natural preservatlon route and s1gns have been posted under subdivision

mployee are \re exempt from liability for any tort tort clalm for injury to persons or
property arising from travel on the 1ghway and related to its des1gn standards
for construction or reconstruction, 1f the design standards comply with the stan-
dards established | by the commissioner under subdivision 1. Thls subdivision
does not preclude an action for damages arising from negllgence in the construc-
t10n reconstruction, or maintenance of a natural preservation route.
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Subd. 4. PUBLIC INFORMATION. A -county proposing a project on g
county state-aid highway that is a natural preservation route that requires

abutting the highway a written notice that describes the project. The county shall

hold a public meeting to discuss design and construction alternatives.

Subd. 5. DESIGNATION. (a) The commissioner may designate a county
state-aid highway as a natural preservation route only on petition of the county
board of the county having jurisdiction over the road. Within 60 days after a

county board receives a written request to designate a county state-aid highway
as a natural preservation route, the county board shall act on the request.

(b) The commissioner shall appoint an advisory committee for each con-
struction district consisting of seven members: one member of the department
of natural resources, one county commissioner, one county highway engineer,
one representative of a recognized environmental organization, and three mem-
bers of the public. The commissioner shall refer each petition received under
this subdivision to the appropriate advisory committee. The advisory committee
shall consider the petition for designation and make a recommendation to the
commissioner. Following receipt of the committee’s recommendation, the com-
missioner may designate the highway as a natural preservation route.

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 162.09, subdivision 3a, is
amended to read:

Subd, 3a. VARIANCES, RULES AND ENGINEERING STANDARDS.
The commissioner may grant variances from the rules and from the engineering
standards developed pursuant to section 162.13, subdivision 2. A political sub-
division in which a municipal state-aid street is located or is proposed to be
located may submit a written request to the commissioner for a variance for that
street. The commissioner shall publish notice of the request in the state register
and give notice to all persons known to the commissioner to have an interest in
the matter. The commissioner may grant or deny the variance within 30 days of
providing notice of the request. If a written objection to the request is received
within 20 days of providing notice, the variance shall be granted or denied only
after a contested case hearing has been held on the request. If no timely objec-
tion is received and the variance is denied without hearing, the political subdivi-
sion may request, within 30 days of receiving notice of denial, and shall be
granted a contested case hearing. For purposes of this subdivision, “political
subdivision” includes (1) an agency of a political subdivision which has jurisdic-
tion over parks, and (2) a regional park authority.

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 162.14, subdivision 6, is amended
to read:

Subd. 6. ADVANCES. Any such city, except cities of the first class, may
make advances from any funds available to it for the purpose of expediting the
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construction, reconstruction, improvement, or maintenance of its municipal
state-aid street system; provided that such advances shall not exceed 40 pereent
of its last appertionment the city’s total estimated apportionment for the three

years following the year the advance is made Advances made by any such city
shall be repaid out of subsequent apportionments made to such city in accor-
dance with the commissioner’s rules.

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 169.14, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

Subd. Se. SPEED LIMIT ON PARK ROADS. The political subdivision
with uthorlty over a park may establish a speed lﬂl_t. on a road located within
the the park. A speed limit established under thls subdivision on a trunk highway is is
eﬁ'ectlve only with the commissioner’s gproval A speed limit established under
thig subd1v1s10n must be based on an engineering and traffic investigation pre-
scr1bed py the commissioner of transportation and must not be lower than 20
m11es per hour, hour and no speed limit established under this subdivision may
reduce existing speed Timits by more than 15 miles per “hour. "A speed limit
estabhshed under this subdivision is effective on the erection of appropriate

designating the he speed limit and indicating the begmmng and end of the
reduced speed zone. Any speed in excess of the posted speed i is unlawful,

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 221.033, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

Subd. 4, VARIANCE. The commissioner may adopt rules to provide a pro-
cedure to grant variances variances from regulations. adopted under subdivision 1, and
contained i in Code of ie of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 180. t 180, The variances must
apply .11! to cargo tanks o tanks with a capacity of of 3, 3,000 000 gallons or less that transport
gasoline in intrastate commerce in Minnesota and were first used in ransporta—

tion before August 1, 1991. The commissioner shall establish i inspection, testing,
and eglstratlon requirements to ensure the safety of cargo tanks operated under

a variance granted under this subdivision.

Sec. 11. BICYCLE FACILITIES.

The commissioner of transportation shall shall seek federal funding under United

States Code, title 23, section 217, subsection (b), for (b), for the establishment of facili-

ties for bicycle transportation.

New Ianguage is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.




LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1991 Ch. 298, Art. 5

ARTICLE 5
TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

Section 1. [161.041] TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FUND.

Subdivision 1. FUND CREATED. A transportation services fund is created
in the state treasury. The fund consists of all money required or made available
by law to be deposited in the fund.

Subd. 2. USES OF FUND. Money in the transportation services fund may
only be expended by appropriation for:

(1) activities of the commissioner of public safety relating to (i) driver
licensing, (i) motor vehicle registration and licensing, (iii) the accident reporting
system; and Liy_) the state patrol;

overwexght permits, including the cost g_f necessary highway maintenance @g
preservation related 1o granting those permits;

(3) activities of the commissioner of transportation related to junkyard
screening and control of outdoor advertising devices;

egulatlonl

(5) repayment of money borrowed for new buildings, and improvements to
existing buildings, of the department of transportation;

(6) railroad grade crossing protection studies, grade crossing inventories,
and grade crossing public education; and

(7) activities of the transportation study board.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 173.13, subdivision 4, is amended
to read:

Subd. 4. The annual fee for each such permit or renewal thereof shall be as
follows:

(1) If the advertising area of the advertising device does not exceed 50
square feet, the fee shall be $20 $25 on July 1, 1991, and $30 on July 1, 1992,
and thereafter.

(2) If the advertising area exceeds 50 square feet but does not exceed 300
square feet, the fee shall be $40 $50 on July 1, 1991, and $60 on July 1, 1992,
and thereafter.

(3) If the advertising area exceeds 300 square feet, the fee shall be $88 $100
on July 1, 1991, and $120 on July 1, 1992, and thereafter.
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(4) No fee shall be charged for a permit for official signs and notices as they
are defined in section 173.02, except that a fee may be charged for a star city
sign erected under section 173.085.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 296.16, subdivision la, is
amended to read:

Subd. la. INTENT; FOREST ROADS. $675;060 Approximately 0.116
percent of the total annual unrefunded revenue from the gasoline fuel tax on all
gasoline and special fuel received in, produced, or brought into this state, except
gasoline and special fuel used for aviation purposes, is derived from the opera-
tion of motor vehicles on state forest roads and county forest access roads; ard.
Of this sam; $400;860 amount, 0.0605 percent is annually derived from motor
vehicles operated on state forest roads and $275;660 0.0555 percent is annually
derived from motor vehicles operated on county forest access roads in this state,

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 296,421, subdivision §, is
amended to read:

Subd. 8. COMPUTATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF UNREFUNDED
TAXES FOR FOREST ROADS. The amount of unrefunded tax paid on gaso-
line and special fuel used to operate motor vehicles on forest roads, except gaso-
line and special fuel used for aviation purposes, is $675;600 annually 0.116 per-
cent of the total unrefunded revenue from the tax on all gasoline and special fuel
received in, produced, or brought into the state, and this revenue is appropriated
from the highway user tax distribution fund and must be transferred and cred-
ited in equal installments on July 1 and January 1 to the state forest road
account established in section 89.70. $275;000 of this ameunt An amount equal
to 0.0555 percent of the unrefunded revenue must be annually transferred to
counties for management and maintenance of county forest roads.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 299D.03, subdivision 5, is
amended to read:

Subd. 5. FINES AND FORFEITED BAIL MONEY. (a) All fines and for-
feited bail money, from traffic and motor vehicle law violations, collected from
persons apprehended or arrested by officers of the state patrol, shall be paid by
the person or officer collecting the fines, forfeited bail money or installmenis
thereof, on or before the tenth day after the last day of the month in which these
moneys were collected, to the county treasurer of the county where the violation
occurred. Three-eighths of these receipts shall be credited to the general revenue
fund of the county. The other five-eighths of these receipts shall be transmitted
by that officer to the state treasurer and shall be credited as follows:

(1) In the fiscal year ending June 30, 1991, the first $275.000 in money
received by the state treasurer after the effective date of this section must be

credited to the transportation services fund, and the remainder in the fiscal year
credited to the trunk highway fund.
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(2) In fiscal year 1992, the first $215,000 in money received by the state
treasurer in the fiscal year must be credited to the transportation services fund,
and the remainder credited to the trunk highway fund. -

(3) In fiscal years 1993 and subsequent years, the entire amount received by
the state treasurer must be credited to the trunk highway fund. If, however, the
violation occurs within a municipality and the city attorney prosecutes the
offense, and a plea of not guilty is entered, one-third of the receipts shall be
credited to the general revenue fund of the county, one-third of the receipts shall
be paid to the municipality prosecuting the offense, and one-third shall be trans-
mitted to the state treasurer as provided in this subdivision. All costs of partici-
pation in a nationwide police communication system chargeable to the state of
Minnesota shall be paid from appropriations for that purpose.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, all fines and forfeited bail
money from violations of statutes governing the maximum weight of motor
vehicles, collected from persons apprehended or arrested by employees of the
state of Minnesota, by means of stationary or portable scales operated by these
employees, shall be paid by the person or officer collecting the fines or forfeited
bail money, on or before the tenth day after the last day of the month in which
the collections were made, to the county treasurer of the county where the viola-
tion occurred. Five-eighths of these receipts shall be transmitted by that officer
to the state treasurer and shall be credited to the highway user tax distribution
fund. Three-eighths of these receipts shall be credited to the general revenue
fund of the county.

Sec. 6. Laws 1990, chapter 610, article 1, section 13, subdivision 5, is
amended to read:

Subd. 5. Local Bridge Replacement and ,
Rehabilitation 5,600,000

This appropriation is from the state
transportation fund.

(a) This appropriation shall be distrib-
uted by the commissioner of transporta-
tion as grants to political subdivisions
for the construction and reconstruction
of key bridges on highways and streets
under their jurisdiction. The grants
shall not exceed the following aggregate

amounts:

(1) To counties $3,304,000
(2) To home rule charter and statutory

cities $ 784,000
(3) To towns $1,512,000
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(b) The grants may be used by a politi-
c¢al subdivision to:

(1) Construct and reconstruct key brid-
ges under their jurisdiction;

(2) Match federal-aid grants for con-
struction and reconstruction of the brid-
£ces;

(3) Pay the costs of preliminary engi-
neering and environmental, studies for
the bridges;

(4) Pay the costs of abandoning an
existing bridge that is deficient and is in
need of replacement, but where no
replacement is made; and

(5) Pay the cost of constructing a road |
or street that would facilitate the aban- .
donment of an existing deficient bridge.
The construction of the road or street
must be judged by the commissioner to
be more cost-efficient than the recon-
struction or replacement of the existing
bridge; and

(6) Pay the cost of constructing a water
retention structure that replaces an
existing deficient bridge and is included
in a county comprehensive water plan
approved by the board of water and soil
resources and the department of natural
resources. The participating cost js lim-
ited to the cost of drainage structures

and roadway grading other than surfac-

ing and is limited to an amount that
does not exceed the cost of constructing

a replacement bridge.
Sec. 7. APPROPRIATION.

Subdivision 1. GENERAL APPROPRIATION. $490.000 is appropriated
from the transportation services fund as provided in subdivisions 2 and 3.

1992 1993
Subd. 2. Department 6_f Transportation
(a) Conduct railroad crossing protec-
tion study $ 60,000 $:0-
(b) Inventory railroad grade crossings 50,000 50,000
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(c) Develop public education program 20,000 20,000
Subd, 3. Transportation Study Board 145,000 145,000%

* (Subdivision 3 was vetoed by the governor.)

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE.

4, and 7 are effective July 1, 1991,

ARTICLE 7 ,
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 171.01, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

Subd. 24. SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICE. “Special transporta-
tion service” means motor vehicle transportation provided on a regular basis by
a public or private entity or person that is designed primarily to serve individu-
als who are elderly, handicapped, or disabled and who are unable to use regular
means of transportation but do not require ambulance service, as defined in sec-
tion 144.801, subdivision 4. Special transportation service includes but is not
limited to service provided by specially equipped buses, vans, and taxis. Special
transportation service does not include a volunteer driver using a private pas-
senger vehicle that belongs to the volunteer,

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 171.02, subdivision 2, is amended
to read:

Subd. 2. DRIVER’S LICENSE CLASSIFICATIONS, ENDORSE-
MENTS, EXEMPTIONS. Drivers’ licenses shall be classified according to the
types of vehicles which may be driven by the holder of each type or class of
licens¢. The commissioner may, as appropriate, subdivide the classes listed in
this subdivision and issue licenses classified accordingly. No class of license shall
be valid to operate a motorcycle, school bus, special transportation service vehi-
cle, tank vehicle, double-trailer or triple-trailer combination, vehicle transport-
ing hazardous materials, or bus, unless so endorsed. There shall be four general
classes of licenses as follows:

(a) Class C; valid for:

(1) all farm trucks as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 17, operated
by (i) the owner, (ii) an immediate family member of the owner, (iii) an
employee of the owner not primarily employed to operate the farm truck, within
150 miles of the farm, or (iv) an employee of the owner employed during harvest
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to operate the farm truck for the first, continuous transportation of agricultural
products from the production site or on-farm storage site to any other location
within 50 miles of that site;

(2) fire trucks and emergency fire equipment, whether or not ifi excess of
26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight, operated by a firefighter while on duty, or a
tiller operator employed by a fire department who drives the rear portion of a
midmount aerial ladder truck;

(3) recreational equipment as deﬁned in section 168.011, subdivision 25,
that is operated for personal use; and

(4) all single unit vehicles except vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of
26,001 or more pounds, vehicles designed to carry more than 15 passengers
including the driver, and vehicles that carry hazardous materials; and

(5) with a special transportation service vehicle endorsement, operating a
motor vehicle providing special transportation service.

The holder of a class C license may also tow vehicles under 10,000 pounds
gross vehicle weight.

(b) Class CC; valid for:
(1).operating class C vehicles;

(2) with a hazardous mat@rlals endorsement transportmg hazardous materi-
als in class C vehicles; and :

(3) with a school bus endorsement, operating school buses designed to trans-
port 15 or fewer passengers, including the driver.

(c) Class B; valid for all vehicles in class C, class CC, and all other single
unit vehicles including, with a passenger endorsement, buses.

(d) Class A; valid for any vehicle or combination thereof.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 171.10, subdivision 2, is amended
to read:

Subd. 2. ENDORSEMENTS ADDED. (a) Any person, after applying for
or receiving a driver’s license and prior to the expiration year of the license, who
wishes to have a motorcycle, school bus, special transportation service vehicle,
tank vehicle, passenger, double-trailer or triple-trailer, or hazardous materials
vehicle endorsement added to the license, shall, after taking the necessary exam-
ination, apply for a duplicate license and make payment of the proper fee.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1990, section 171.1'3; sﬁbdivisi_on 5, is amended
to read:

Subd. 5. FEE FOR VEHICLE ENDORSEMENT. Any person applying to
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